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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 25, 2020
STUDENTS AND STAFF WILL BE REQUIRED TO WEAR MASKS OR
FACE COVERINGS BEGINNING NEXT WEEK
Late this morning, the Oklahoma State Department of Health released the latest
COVID-19 infection rates for the state. Logan County is currently experiencing a
dramatic rise in cases. This will necessitate changes for Guthrie Public Schools based
on our approved protocols. Beginning on Sunday, September 27, 2020, students and
staff, as well as any visitors to our campuses, will be required to wear masks or face
coverings while inside a building or school vehicle with more than one person present.
Elementary students (PK-4) will be at the discretion of the teacher while in the
classroom but must wear masks in all common areas. Students and staff will also be
required to wear a mask or face covering while riding in a school bus. Naturally,
students may remove their face coverings while in the school cafeteria during meal time
and when outside. This mandate will have a minimum duration of two weeks. If
infection rates for Logan County are below the orange level on the Oklahoma State
Department of Health COVID-19 Alert System, the district will transition back to a strong
recommendation for wearing masks or face coverings.
Here is a link to the entire protocol document:
https://www.guthrieps.net/vnews/display.v/ART/5f0ef27f0e2be
Quotes from GPS Superintendent Dr. Mike Simpson:
Until this week, Logan County infection rates have been some of the lowest in the state.
Since Labor Day, our rates have more than doubled. We are one of the few school
districts in the Oklahoma City metro area that has opened for traditional five days per
week instruction. That decision was based largely on the infection rates as well as the
needs of our families. Preserving traditional in-person instruction five days per week is
absolutely essential for our students and community. Many nearby districts have
mandated masks since the beginning of school, opened with only virtual instruction or
have used a blended model with only two days per week of in-person instruction. We
must restore the learning that was lost during our closure last spring. We have
monitored the infection rates on a daily basis and are making this decision in an effort to
assure we can continue to offer in-person instruction in a traditional format.
###

Guthrie Public Schools

802 E. Vilas

Guthrie, Oklahoma 73044

